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SUPREME COURT. Decision in Probate.

In the natter of the proof of the will of Fred
eric James rorter.

Judje RoberUon in delivering hit decision paid
es follows :

The hearing of this matter was had, at cham
bers, on the 2lst inst. UDon the petition of Wil
nam Miller, Esq., II. B. M.'e Consul Genera), for
Probate of the last will and testament of Frederic
J. Porter; or that if the will presented should not
be admitted to probate, en Administrator might be
oppoiated upon the estate of the deceased.

The document offered for probate as the will of
Mr. Porter is in the following words, viz :

August 0th 1854
44 1 Frederic James Porter do hereby will and be- -

oneath unto mv voun?est brother, hophmus I rancis
Porter, of York, in the county of Yorkshire, Great
Britain, the whole of my property after my tunerai
expenses and iust debts are paid, for his especial
use and benefit. I further call upon W. Miller
British Consul General to take such steps as may
insure such a disposal of the same. itness my
signature.

" F.J. PORTER.'
. This sper was found in the private writing j3esk

of Mr. Porter, on the day or his deitli, tne uesK ne
in? at the time unlocked. -

Mr. Frederic Oirden, with whom Mr. Porter
was a partner in business up to the time he com
mitted suicide on the Ilih August last, appears
by counsel, and opposes the application for probate
of the document presented as the will of the de
ceased, on the ground that it is not properly au-

thenticated by subscribing witnesses, and further
that the deceased was insane when he executed
the same. He also opposej the application for let-

ters of Administration to be granted to Mr. Rob-

ert Clouston, who claims to represent Septimus
Francis Porter, under power of attorney, on the
ground that tne applicant is not a relative or a cred
itor of the deceased ; that the power of attorney
presented to the court has not been executed in the
manner required by law, and that Mr. Ogden, as
the surviving partner of the firm of Porter and Og-
den, has the exclusive right to settle the partner-
ship affdirs, and is the only person, here, properly
authorized to take out letters of Administration on
the estate of his deceased partner.
, The first question to be determined is, whether
or not the document presented shall be admitted
to probate, as and for the last will and testament of
rrodenc J. rorter.

The counsel for Mr. Ogden objects to this on
the ground that it was not executed in the presence
of witnesses, which he contends is necessary by
express provision in the laws of Great Britain, of
which country the deceased was a subject, and, by
implication, according to the laws of this kingdom.
In settling this point, the court must be governed
entirely by the laws of this country, if there are
any on the subject, and the established practice of
this court. There is in this kingdom no statute
similar to those of England and the States of the
American Union, to which reference has been made,
prescribing the manner in which a will must be
executed and attested, in order to its validity. But
it would seem that the Legislature perhap3 con-
templated that every will should be attested by one
or more witnesses, for sec. 3d at page 55 of the
second volume of the Statute Laws makes express
provision tor the citation of such witnesses when
ever a will is to be presented for proof.

I am not aware that this court has in any instance,
heretofore, admitted to be proven as a will any docu
ment the execution of which was not attested by

: at least one subscribing witness : and where wills
have been Droved bv hut nns suhscrihin'r wit- -
ness, the court has freftiently, particularly in con
tested cases required the additional testimony of
ethers who saw the testator sign the instrument,
but did not subscribe their names a3 witnesses at
the time. I am not inclined, in the absence of sta-
tutory provision on the subject, to increase the
stringency of the pratice which has hitherto pre-
vailed ; but, at the same time, I feel that to admit to
probate the informal document now before me, as
a valid last will and testament, upon the evidence
merely of one witness testifying to hi3 opinion of
the handwriting, unless shown to have been made
under circumstances where witnesses could not be
procured, would be to set up a dangerous prece-
dent, to encourage fraud, and to disregard the wis-
dom and experience which have, in other countries,
prompted the Legislative power to guard and regu-
late so important a subject by express enactments.
In ruling thus in the present case, I do not say but
that, under a different state of facts, I wouM sus-
tain a holograf h will, although not attested by a
single subscribing witness.

Having decided, then, that the document present-
ed cannot be admitted to probate, on the grounds
before specified, it becomes unnecessary for me to
touch upon the objection made to it on the score of
the alleged insanity of the deceased, and I will now
proceed to consider the application for letters of
Administration upon his estate.

Consul General Miller, who made the applica-
tion to the court on the lGth of February, requests
by his letter of the 20th inst : that in case letters
of Administration are issued, they may be granted
to Mr. Robert Clouston, to whom, as stated by the
Consul General, Mr. Septimus Francis Porter,
has forwarded a power of attorney, ffflly authoriz-
ing Mr. Clouston to act for him in this matter.

The counsel for the petitioner contends, I think
with much propriety, that although tbe document
offered for probate may not be sufficiently formal
in its execution to warrant the court in upholding
it as a good and valid will, yet it is indicative of
the animus testandi of the deceased to such an ex-

tent as ought, in some measure, to guide the court
in granting the letters of Administration. I have no
doubt that if Septimus Francis Porter had come to
this Country in person, and applied for probate of
his brother's will, and that had been refused, eith-
er of U12 Judges having jurisdiction would have
granted letters of Administration to him, in prefer-
ence to other applicants, under the circumstances.

On allowing the power of attorney to be read at
the hearing, I reserved the objection to it raised by
Mr. Ogdcu's counsel, that the same has not been
executed in the mauner required by law. The doc-
ument is a special power of attorney, drawn up in
the form usual in England, purporting to have been
duly executed by Septimus F. Porter, in the pres-
ence of Shepley Watson, Solicitor in York, and
Alfred Guy, Attorney's Clerk thcrT. It also bears
an affidavit by Shepley Watson, to the effect that
lie and the other subscribing witness 6aw Mr. Por-
ter execute the instrument, which affidavit appears
to have been sworn to before the Right Honorable
George Wilson, Lord Mayor of York, who has au-

thenticated the same under his official signature
and seal. The learned counsel referred in his ar-

gument, to the decision of Chief Justice Lee on this
subject, in the case of A. OrivEwing etal. rs Rob-
ert C. Janion, and although tue mode in which the
execution of the power of attorney now hefore me
is authenticated, is not quite so satisfactory as that
of the one presented in the cause referred to, yet,
in view of the decision appealed to, in the reason-
ing of which I fully concur, I would not feel my-
self justified in refusing, to receive an genuine,
the one offered in this instance.

In the case of A. Orr" Ewing. at al. vs. Robert
C. Janion, Chief Justice Lee said, "We are
aware that the general rule on this subject, as it
prevails in England and the United States, sup-
ports the doctrine contended for, but that rule has
not been adopted here, to its full extent, and in the
present position of affairs at these Islands, we do
not feel justified in so adopting it," The learned
Chief Justice said further, "and we feel inclined to
say, that so long as we have no Commissioners in
other countries to take the acknowledgment of
deeds, powers ol attorney &c, an acknowledgment
made before the Lord Provost and Chief Magistrate
of Glasgow, or the Mayor or Chief Magistrate of
any large city in Great Britain, France, or the
United States, or a notary public, and duly authen-
ticated under his band and official seal, will be
sufficient' evidence of the execution of such
deed or power of attorney here. Such a ruling
would seem to be almost necesaarv in these romnta
Islmds, to the safety of commercial transactions.'1

Bern? fully satisfied that Mr. Clouston the dulv
authorized Attorney of Seotimus Francia Partor. In
whom, were he personally present and desirous of
acunjr as administrator on his brother's estate, I
would feel myself bound to grant letters of Admin-
istration, in preference to anv other annlicant: .mi

so much time has already elapsed since the death

of Frederic James Porter, I feel impelled by a
sens of duty towards his heirs, as I also feel per-

fectly justified in the deliberate exercise of the
discretion vested in this court, to grant the Letters
of Administration, as prayed for, to Mr. Robert
Clouston.

Mr. Ogden's counsel contends that he, as the sur-

viving partner of the firm of Porter & Ogden, and a
creditor of the deceased, is the only person in this
Kingdom properly entitled to letters of Adminis-

tration. I am unable to perceive the force of this
argument, for, in practice, the appointment of par-

ties other than the survivor, to administer on the
estate of a deceased partner, is a thing of every
day occurrence, notwithstanding that, as is argued
by the learned counsel, the surviving partner has
the exclusive right to wind up the partnership af-

fairs. As to Mr. Ogden being a creditor of the
estate of the deceased, there is no evideuce before
the court of that fact, and even if there were I do
not think it ought to influence my decision in the
present case.

Letters of Administration are granted to Mr.
Robert Clouston, on his filing the customary Bond
required by law, in the penal sum of $10,000.

John Mo.vtgomert, Esq. Solicitor for the Peti-tione- r.

J. D. Blair, Esq. Solicitor for Mr. Ogden.

THE POLYNESIA N.
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1855.

What Legislation is needed.
It is known to our readers that we have more

fears from too much, than from too little, law-

making and law-alterin- g. Ilaety legislation,
changing what has worked well, merely for the

sake of change, is to he deprecated, as more inju

rious than no legislation at all. It was with this
view that we, once expressed the opinion that bien"

nial sessions of the legislature were

for the transaction of all the necessary business of
this kingdom. Such now is our opinion, from more

experience and more reflection : and did the consti

tution allow it, we should hope to see such a change
made by the action of the two houses at the ap
proaching session. But the constitution, which is,
and should be, the supreme law standard, requires
annual sessions, and until this is altered, no law,
making 6uch a change, can be valid."

But as annual sessions are required, the question

of what legislation is needed for the benefit of the
kingdom, becomes one of some moment. A com

parison of opinions becomes important, to throw

light upon intends and moral principles, which un

dsrlie national as well as individual prosperity, and

respectability.
Of course the ministers of the King are the pro

per persons to recommend subjects for the consider

ation of the legislature ; and wc could . wait for

their Reports before commenting on measures which

they may or may not bring before the public : but
as the editor of the Argus has made certain sug-

gestions, and allows the legislature a month or six

weeks at most in which to attend to them, we must
be allowed to say a word or two, although most of
the subjects he touches upon have been discussed

out of the legislature and in, until they ha vo be-

come nauseating to every body.

Omitting, for the time, all other topics, we shall

take a glance at what is 6aid upon "our educational

system;" for if we do not misunderstand the editor,
he wishes to break it down, or make it subservient

to influences which would render it a curse rather
than a blessing to the nation.

We quote from the' Argus.
" Let the Legislature revise our educational system.

There is something rotten in the State of Denmark.'
The Schools are diminishing daily in members and at-

tendance, and the school taxes are grudgingly paid,
not through the increasing attraction of the English
schools, for they have not been long enough in existence
to react on the Hawaiian Schools, but the causes lie deep
er and well deserve the serious investigation of the Leg-

islature. Wc think that the cause lies in the very con-

struction of the Department, aud not in the apathy or
unwillingness of the people to forward the education of
their children ; and if so be, let the Constitution and the
Organic Acts be amended. The Department of public
Instruction U too top heavy, hence its tottering condition.
Connected as it is with all the bigotry and prejudices of
a peculiar sect, it stands in painful contrast with the
religious toleration and liberal opinions that are the es-

sential postulate of a young peoples progress."

If we had many fears that such insinuations, and
such false and intolerant surmises would be seri
ously regarded in any quarter, we might take
some pains to show that the snie arguments that
would prevail to break down the department of
public instruction, would be amply sufficient to
break down any and every other department of the
government. Such is the fact ; that is to say, if
subordinates neglect to do their duty, and justice
fails to be executed, why then break down the Judi
ciary : " I here is something rotten m the Stale of
Denmark.1'

Again, if tax collectors do not make proper re
turns ; if road-superviso- rs are corrupt, and pocket
the road fund ; if governors of islands are tardy in
their collections and their reports to the treasury,
why, down with the dapartment of Finance !

"There is something rotten in the Stale of Denmark."
And so we might go on, and with a logic as pro

found as the editor's, demolish, not the departments
merely, but the government itself; and learn,
when too late, that "an enemy hath done this," and
is exulting in his triumph. There may be many
things to correct in the department of public instruc-
tion, as in every other brfrnch of the government;
but in making corrections and in remedying abuses,

if any such exist, do not demolish the whole, or
take for granted that every thing is true which mal-

ice may suggest about it. Neither is it wise to trust
too implicitly to the imaginary results contemplated
from any particular course of action. Visionaries
are always sanguine, and almost always prove false
prophets. We remember our friend of the Argus
proved by figures, that if the tonnage dues were tak
en off, sundry 1000 ton ships would visit our ports,
that otherwise would stay away, and leave a large
number of passengers, who would each leave a large
amount of money, which would some how or other
make up to the revenue what was lost by the ton-

nage dues. Well, the visionary prevailed. The
6hips have not yet appeared, nor will they. The re-ven-ae

will lose some $8,000 it can ill afford to spare,
and which must be made up in some other way.
The moral of which is, let " mcll enough" alone,
until you are quite sure you eVn do better.

"The schools are diminishing daily in members
and attendance, and the school-taxe- s are grudging
ly pai J. The first clause of this sentence is un-

true, as will be seen by the table of schools accom-

panying the Minister's report. The second clause
has more semblance of truth in it, but it may be
asked, what tax is not grudgingly paid ? Let those
answer who like to pay taxes. But however this
may be, the school-ta-x is the best paid tax in the
kingdom, which shows, either that the people are
not so grudging of their money, or that the ma

chinery for its collection is more perfect than for

the collection of the other taxes. The editor as-

serts at random, and is not to be trusted. His

"bigotry," "prejudices," "peculiar sect," "toler-

ation," 3m. &c. are the mere clap-tra- p expressions

which he presses into the service whenever he feels

toady ish, or has no real argument to use. They are

all gammon, like his vineyards upon the hill-sid- es

around Honolulu, among which his imagination
once reveled with so much delight. '

But tee havo a serious interest in common schools

at these islands, which will' not allow us to feel

indifferent, when their existence is threatened, or
their vitality seriously jeopardized. They have too

deep a hold upon our affections to allow us to see

the tampering hand of inexperience unwittingly
attempt to guide them, without a protest from us.
By saying this, we do not attempt to maintain
that their management is perfect, and cannot be

improved; but we do say, that in our humble opin-

ion any change that shall lower their importance
in public or private estimation, will be suicidal.
They are of too much consequence to be thrust down

to a secondary place in the catalogue of government

duties. No duty is more imperative, or honorable,

and no branch of government is calculated to reflect

more glory upon the country and reign, than the
schools of the land. They are the nurseries of the
nation; and if men are ever to be found here in the
future, they aro to come lrom the common schools
To cut down, then, this high and sacred national du
tv. and commit it to unskilful hands, a mere "bureau
of the Interior Department," as the editor of tho
Amis has would be, in our view, inflict
ing an injury upon the youth of the islands, and
upon the generations following, of an irreparable
nature.

Nay, let the Department of Public Instruction be
maintained as an important and distinct branch of
the public service. Let its head be devoted to it en
tirely; unincumbered with other government cares,
honored and paid like other beads of departments,
and we shall have no fears that education will not
flourish, or that posterity will not honor the men
and approve the expenditure, which have secured
such inestimable blessings to the people.

The advice of the editor of the Argus to devote
the whole of the present school fund to English
schools alone, leaving, as such a course would,
the great majority of the children to grow up in
entire ignorance, is too absurd to require a mo-

ment's consideration. The whole revenue of the
kingdom would scarcely suffice to educate its youth
in English; how far then wouldforty thousand dol-
lars go towards such'a result. But we need not
dwell upon such a suggestion a moment. Any
proposition that contemplates a relapse into heathen-
ism, we presume will not meet with favor in cither
house of the legislature.

We do not require much legislation this year
and none, merely for the sake of the legislating.
But what we have should not retrograde. We want
the standard kept high upon the subject of morals,
temperance, virtue, and what tends to elevate, and not
degrade and debase the people. Of course assaults
will be made upon religion, virtue, temnerance.&e..
and persons like the editor of the Argus will sneer
at and ridicule religion, rs, the Sabbath, Arc.

But we most earnestly trust the members of the
legislature and of the Hawaiian government Gener
ally, will not for n moment" forget that these are
the things that give stability toa nation at home, and
respectability to it abroad; and for these let them
not be asham'id to seek. It is better to bo "bigot
ed" in a righteous than in an unrighteous cause;
and it is safe to remember that "Righteousness
exa'leth a nation."

The steamer Sea Rird.
We are iuformed that the Company have resolved to

dispatch the Sea Bird to the coast, where she will pro-

bably be engiged once more in the'ronte between S in
Francisco and San Diego. The reason for withdrawing
this boat from the coasting .trade Is, that during the
summer months there is not sufficient business for two
boats, and one must be laid up at a heavy cxpcn.se and
loss, and be exposed to the assaults of worms, which

are destructive to vessels lying idle in the tropics.
The Sea Bird will sail, we understand, about the Pth

of April, under command of Capt E. Wakeman, who
has successfully brought several steamers around tho
Horn, and who is remakably well qualified to make the
Sea Bird's trip over safe and pleasant. Freight and pas
sage can be secured by application at the office of the
agent, H. Prcndergast, Esq.

The bea Uird will return by the 1st of October, or in
time for an increase of business in the fall, by the arri-
val of the whaling fleet. During the summer, the Ka- -
Lama will make alternate weekly trips to the wind-
ward and leeward, unless prevented by stress of weath-
er, or some unforeseen occurrence.

Officers of II. R. M.'s Ship Dido.
Captain, W. H. A. Morshcad, C. B.
Lieutenants, John Hanmcr, Thos. Andrews,

Chas. Ryder.
Master, F. B. Henwood.
Officer of mariners, C. L. A. Farmar.
Surgeon, Rob't. Bernard; Ass't. Surgeon, Jacob

E. Dyas.
Paymaster, Henry S. Dyer.
Mates, W. J. Walker, E. W. P. Boilcau, Chas.

Pringle.
Clerk, Alfred Boys.
Second Master, h. J. Kellow.
Midshipmen, E. M. Tuppcr, Sabine Russul Pas-k- y,

E. D. Acklow.

Death of the Hon. Luther Severance.
This event occurred on the 30th of January, at

Augusta, Maine, and will not take our readers by
surprise. During his entire residence at the
islands, as Commissioner of the United States, Mr.
Severance was more or less an invalid ; and for a
considerable period a great sufferer. His age was
57.

His family will have the sympathy of many
friends here, where they and he were universally
esteemed.

JMeiggs, and the bark America.
By a notice in the Friend, the whereabouts Of

Meigga and the bark America early in January is
made known. From Tahiti she sailed for Pitcairn's
island, where she arrived, landed a passenger and
sailed again for parts unknown.

Like Noah's dove, sent out before the waters were
assuaged, the conscience smitten Meiggs will find
no rest for the sole of his foot; nor can distance
shield him from the wrong ho has done himself.
An outlaw and a fugitive, verily "the way of the
transgressor is hard."

Caroline; who is Caroline f
This question has been so frequently put to us,

that it may be satisfactory to many of our readers
to read the following, which is all the information
we can give on the subject. " Caroline " will be
welcome, even six months hence.
Editor of " Poltsesiax :"

In answer to yours of last week, I would beg to
inform you that there are no more in my possession
of the same sort by Caroline and for this reason and
to gratify the curiosity of some of your Lady read-
ers, the authoress resides in another land and it is
now some 5 years since I received it enclosed in a
letter. By my writing and your waiting say, G

months I might be able to supply you with anoth-
er gem by the same Lady. Yours &c.,

A BRITISHER.
Honolulu, March 28, 1855.

We have received from Adams & Co.
Wells Fargo & Co's, Expresses, favors by the Fan-

ny Major for which they will accept our thanks.

Mail of February the 5th;
Through the kindness of Messrs. G. B. Post &

Co. of San Francisco, who detained the Fanny Ma-

jor 24 hours on' purpose, wo have to hand the New

York mail of Feb. 5th, and the European of the

20th of January. The Fanny Major has had along
passage, and our dates from San Francisco are to

the 2d of March, 23 days old.
The failure of the principal banking houses of

San Francisco is the great item of interest from

that city. Messrs. Page, Bacon, & Co., Adams A

Co., Wells, Fargo fc Co., and two. or three banks

of minor note, had suspended, and none, with the
exception of Wells, Fargo & Co., had resumed, or

were likely to. The effect of this breaking of banks

had been most disastrous, operating extensively

all through California, where these houses had con-

nections. Many failures had resulted from them,
and business generally became disorganized. Con-

fidence was much shaken in the integrity of banks,

generally, and doubts have been freely expressed of

their utility, altogether, without many further

checks, for the security f depositors.
The immediate effect upon remittances to Jtew

York is thus stated in the Alta of March 1st.

The last steamer took forward about 92,000;
the shipment of will not probably exceed

250,000. Thus we have $342,000 against what
should have been at least $2,000,000 a falling off
of over $1,000,000 iu two weeks! n e must expect
extremely short shipments for many weeks to come;
so that it may prove that this single move will di-

minish the feupply of gold in Wallstreet $10,000,
000 in less than four months. No one can fail to
see what would be the cflect of such a state of af-

fairs on the Atlantic border. Ruin would probably
be entailed upon hundreds of thousands of innocent
parties, and-th- e whole financial affairs of the com-

munity be disarranged.
This whole subject has assumed within the last

few days an unusual and surpassing interest, and
the public are anxiously looking for " more light. "

The Panama Railroad was opened on the ICthof
February. An address was delivered on the occa

sion of the celebration by Judge Bowlin, the Amer-

ican Minister to New Grenada, in presence of the
leading Directors and stockholders of the road, and
many invited guests who had come on from New
York for the purpose of celebrating the event.
The passengers by the steamer Georre Law from

New York, and of the John L. Stevens from San
Francisco, all passed sifely over the road in three
hours ! The Panama Railroad is now a fixed fart,
and not one to be expected in the future.

The following are some of the items of interest
from late American papers :

Affairs of Page, Racon & Co.
The N. Y. Tribune says : We are gratified to

learn that the prospects are very favorable for an
early resumption of payment on the part of Messrs.
1 ago x li.icon, of bt. Louis. the late steamers
are understood to have brought sonsiderable remit
tances from Page, Bacon it Co., for the account of
the St. Louis House, and the friends of that estab
lishment here have combined to make it a suff-
icient loan to enable it to resume payment on all its
obligations. Of this fund a very considerable
amount has already been pledged, with every pros
pect ot making up the remainder.

t e have a report from the West, that the Ohio
and Mississippi Kail road Company have made a
veryiavorabltf settlement with 1 age & IJacon, and
have now the completion of tho road iu their own
hands.

Annual Statistics. The New York Herald gives
some statistics ot the Limed States for the vcar
1854. The amount of property destroyed by hres.
where the loss in each instance exceeded $20,000,
is stated at $20,578,000. The total loss by all fires
is estimated at $25,000,000. Number of persons
killed by accidents to steamboats. 587 : number
wounded, 221. Number of persons killed by acci-
dents to railroad trains, 180 ; uuml)er wounded
582. Number of lives lost by burning buildings,
171. Numb r of murders, 082 ; number of execu-
tions, 171. Number of Revolutionary soldiers de-

ceased, 84. Num'ier of persons aged 100 years and
over, deceased, 47.

Tue Overland Express Mail In Senate, Feb.
1. Mr. Seward, from the Post Office Committee,
reported a joint resolution that a weekly mail to
and from San Francisco, from some point on the
Mississippi, be established, the trip to Ix fourteen
days, the postage on the letters to le fifty cents per
half ounce, and pre-pai- d, the mail not to weigh
over two hundred pounds, and the remuneration to
be $0,000 a trip; the contract to lc commenced
within one year, and to be continued five years.

Tue Pacific Railroad Project. An expedition
has len organized in New Orleans by the Govern-
ment, for the purpose of s ouring futher informa-
tion relative to a railroad route to the Pacific. Capt.
Pope, with a force of 150 troops, is to proceed to
Lanos de Estevado to ascertain whether water is
obtainable there by means of Artesian wells.

The senate have passed the bill authorizing the
President to enrol three housand volunteers for
service against the Indians, and have appropriated
two and half million dollars for their oupjiort.
They are intended to operate it is said against the
Si oux.

Laincti of thk U. S. Frigate Sabine. This fa
mous old frigate, after a thirty-on- e years' season
ing upon the stocks, was launched on Saturday,
Feb. 3d, from the Brooklyn Navy Yard, in the pres
ence oi over o,uuu persons.

In the House, Feb. 1, the Pacific Telegraph Bill
was taken up. Mr. Richardson offered a substitute
for tho bill, striking out the grant of two millions
acres of land, reserving the right of way, and ex-
tending the penal laws of the United States over
the line lor its protection. This substitute was
agreed to, and the bill passed by a vote of 110
against 70. Although under this bill Government
does not give cne cent in money or a rood in land
in aid of the telegraph, Col. Benton malignantly
opposed it.

Lieut. Charles G. Hunter has been summarily
dismissed from the navy by the President, for re-

turning home with the brig Bainbridge from Brazil
in defiance of the Commodore of that station.

The House has passed the bill to enable the peo-
ple of Oregon to form a State Government.

TWO WEEKS LATER FROM EUROPE.
By the steamship Africa at Boston, Liverpool dates to

Jan. 20th were received.

The War.
There is a remarkableVrcity of intelligence respect-

ing either the progress of the siege or the progress of
negotiations for peace. The chief interest now centres
in the proceedings of the Congress at Vienna. Hopes
are entertained that negotiations may lead to peace; but
equally well-ground-

ed apprehensions prevail that the
present negotiations will fail to peace, in
which event, all concur that this war will assume a wast-
er magnitude.

The French and English ministers at Vienna have re-
ceived the necessary powers to enable them, to reopen
negotiations. This intelligence is derived from a tele-
graphic despatch, dated Vienna, the 18th January.
Letters from that city inform us that the policy of the
Allied Powers will be to retard negotiations, in the hope
that in the meantime the fall of Sebastopol will happen,
to influence the decision of the Czar.

On the loth or 11th Jan. Prince Gortchakoff Is urw
derstood to have received written instructions from his
Government in regard to the pending negotiations.
The exact contents are of course secret, but rumor from
well-inform- ed sources says that Russia again expresses
the Czar's readiness to enter into negotiations for an
honorable peace, and also his earnest desire to put an
end to all present difficulties. It is also stated that the
Austrian minister expresses an earnest desire to see
peace, but will firmly insist upon the acceptance by
Russia of such conditions as the welfare of Europe de-
mands; but, it is added, Austria will hesitate to con-
clude an offensive alliance with England and France
until the latter powers shall have stated exactly the na-
ture of their demands.

As a set-o- ff against this statement. Count Buol, the
Austrian Minister, is reported to have declared at a
complimentary dinner to the Ottoman Minister, that
Austria would fight . side Dy sine wun xoigiana ana
France Afivinst Russia.

Vienna letters also boast of Austria's good faith and
determination to proceed to hostilities.

Prussia, ft will be remembered, has formally refused
to mobilize and place part of her army in Prussian Si-

lesia, to cover the left flank of the Austrian forces now
in Gallicia, assigning as a reason her confidence in the
pacific intentions of Russia.

Prussia further accuses Austria of having gone be-

yond the stipulations of her Convention with Prussia;
inasmuch as she has concluded separate treaties with
other powers which virtually do away with that of April
20th.

The object of Prussia is evidently to prevent Austria
from taJtiag an active participation in the war.

Both from Berlin and V lenna it is stated that great
enorts are being made to obtain the consent of the West
era Powers to an armistice.

The Prussian cabinet is urging with peculiar earnest
ness the necessity of suspending hostilities until the bel
ligerents shall have pursued further the present endear
or to arrive at an understanding. These are mere ru
mors, but nothing else is at presentjwithin reach of the
public.

An approaching Congress of Nations is more and
more confidently talked of. The London Daily News
says: " We may be induced to repose some confidence in
the result of that Congress's deliberations if the Unit-
ed States are invited to take part in them and accepts
VA4 US &h4WUU

Sardinia is reported as beinor willim to undertake to
send 15,000 men, recruited from all Italy, to the aid of
.1 11 1 . . .
iuo aiuea in me eaai me reason assigned oeing, uai
for want of an outside enterprise to engage their atten
tion, the Italians are growing restless.

The Senates of Hamburg and Lubec have issued an
edict forbidding foreign enlistments, and it is expected
that Bremen, Mecklenburg Schwerin and Strelitz will
also issue prohibitions of the same description. The
army of Bavaria has almost completed its war comple-
ment

Letters say that the Swedish army is immediately to
be placed on a war footing, by the addition of 50,000
Swedes and lo.OUO Norwegians. .

Russia hi also preparing for a spring campaign.
Gen. Siewen is charged with the organization of a Baltic
army having .Mitan for headquarters.

The Crimea.
Affairs remain precisely as they were. The last dates

are up to the 10th of January.
Omer Pasha was, on the 5th, dJ. the camp of the Al

lies, wben measures were concerted between him and
Lord Raglan and Gen. Canrobert, and on the 6th he
returned to Varna.

Reinforcements continue to reach the allies, and over
3000 of the French Imperial Guards and English in
fantry are now at sea, on their way to the Crimea.

Lord Raglan has sent to India for the 10th English
Hussars.

The Turks in the Crimea are to be made up to 00,000
before the end of January.

The Russian reinforcements are advancing by forced
marches through Bessarabia.

The weather was frosty and the roads passable, al
though snow had f.illlen; but the frozen ground retard- -
ea tne works or tne besiegers.

iMlrnt firms frBt all Saareea.
Th Opinion (of Turin) of the 15th January, states

that the departure of the Iiedmontese troops for the
y nmea win i.iKe pure on tne --Kth r ebruary. Accord-
ing to that journal, the contingent is to consist of
000 men, 15,000 of whom will embark on that day, and
the additional 5,0o0 are from the reserve.

Private letters from Vienna say that Irince Gortcha-
koff has instructions to accept everything, and accede
to all the allies may demand, except the reduction of
the Russian fleet and the occupation of the R u.un ter-
ritory.

The DaL.We are without anything respecting the invasion of
iJonrouja, excepting the following from The Wanderer,
of Vienna:

The Russians crossed the Danube at Tultscha, and
f ivored by the obscurity of the night, reached the right
bank in their boats, and surprised one of the weakest
garrisons, and after making great carnase. ed

the river laden with booty and taking with them a num-
ber of prisoners. There was considerable loss on the part
of the Russians, as the Turks fought with desperate
courage. Among the slain is a Pasha, but is name is
not mentioned. The inhabitants of Tultscha, with their
wives and children, fled into the country, and did not
return again till long after the departure of the Rus-
sians.

The Hamburg Wacbrichton contains a telegraphic
despatch from Varna, dated the 14th, wherein it is stat-
ed that Count Buol has addressed a note to Prince Gor-chako- ff,

demanding an explanation relative to the
of the Danube by the Russian forces, and their

occupation of Dobrodja; and thence as a matter of
course, menacing Varna and its communications.

The Turkish force now in the Dobrodja is estimated at
more than 30,000 men , mostly raw recruits, however
the flower of Omar's army having gone to the Crimea,
against which, it is said, Omar strongly protested, and
still remains much dissatisfied.

It is suspected that the Austrian Government was
a party to the eruption at Dobrodja, wishing to demon-
strate thereby the necessity for an armistice.

Loss of Sloop Sarah.
Kaliaaih, March 22df 1853.

Ku. of Polyxksiax, Dear Sir. It may be interest
ing to your readers to le made acquainted with the
circumstances connected with the loss of the sloop
barah of Kaluaaha which occurred dunn" the nijrht
of Friday, March ICtb, 1855.

On Thursday afternoon the sloop left the harltor
.. . . . . ,-- l l l - i: : 1 1 rr .1 1nun 11.n1 a une run wti uu iiib western enu 01 jioi-ka- i,

called "ka lie o ka laau" where she d

a gale cf wind and a heavy cross sea. For a
time the noble little craft stood it bravely, till an
immense wave swept past, carrying the copper off
1 mm one Droau side and tbeoakuin lrom the scams.
This caused her to leak very badly while wind and
wave increased fast upon them. In this difficult
situation they resolved to run under the lee of La
nai, if possible, and await calmer weather.

Unfortunately liotli wind and sea increased fast
and no shelter could they find. Thus passed the
ingni, ana aayiignt, cold, stormy and cloudy,
brought them no relief. As sooa as they could see. 1. l' 1 Al I .1 f V
iiicjr louiiu iiicujseives houih oi ianai sun exposea
to all the violence of the gale. In this extremity
tne ieax increasing ana the sea lashed to ftiry by the
heavy wind, a ship was seen several miles from
them. They made a signal ofdistress, which, after a
time, was seen by the ship, which proved to be the
W. Thompson, Capt. White, wha promptly came
to their assistance. The ship at the time was un-
der close reefed top sails. The ship took of all
hands, 15 in number, and after treating them with
the greatest kindness, landed them safely at Lahai- -
na, on cunaay. it gives me the greatest pleasure
to state that all on board of that unfortunate little
craft unite in bearing testimony to the kindness
and consideration with which they were treated by
all on board of the n Thompson. They say the
captain and crew seemed to be actuated by a spirit
unusually kind, such as none but nature's noble-
men ever exhibit. The ship laid by the sloop till
she sunk and then sailed to Lahaina.

It gives mo much pleasure to bear this testimony,
which I do at the request of thoso rescued from a
watery grave ; who say they will not soon forget
the kindness and consideration with which they
were cared for by all on board the cood ship Wm.
Thompson. With the hope that the blessin" of
jou may accompany mat snip in an ner voyage, l

remain, very truly yours.
SAMUEL G. D WIGHT.

From Micronesia.
Mr. Editor. Letters have iust been received from

Ascension, bringing down the dates from that Is-
land to Oct. 12 '54. Tho news is truly painful.
The small pox which had just reached there at our
previous dates prevailed to a dreadful extent du-
ring the summer, sweeping off, as is supposed, near-
ly one halt of the population. No vacine matter
was to be had. Dr. Gulick resorted to inoculation,
and by this means saved, as he thinks, a great mul-
titude of lives. In the midst of the distress on the
10th of October --Mr. Sturges's house accidentally
took fire and was consumed with most of its con-
tents. The bretheren were in much perplexity,
cast down, but not wholly disheartened. Dr. Gu-lic- k

thinks their influence has been much increased
by the turn things took during the small Pox.
They need our sympathy and prayers.

Yours &c., E. W. CLARK
Honolulu, March 29, 1855.

The Ship Nile reports the Screw steamer Major
Tompkins lost at Victoria, Vancouver's Island, on
ho 19th of February. No particulars. Also th

steamer Southerner, lost about January 28th, near
Capo Flattery, of which we had before "heard.

Passe aers.
By tb Lady J, lot 6n Fraoeweo -- Memr. ,

Banne, . Booth, Aaderaon, Hamilton and lad, Jl
lady, Chamaaa, Doeneb. ''niHy iba Kitel, from Callao Mr. Letters.

By the Luika, from Puc' mib-- A. X. Ham
two children, Job KaIters. ' n(

By the fitle, (rum Pugcl's SoaoifrF. M. Turner
By the Fanny Major, fmni fan Fraaeinco-.-E D

Cha. fntui, Mr. Faol Kmmert, W. Faraiar
ling, II. Brurk, & Isaacs, K. rearms K. Oakley J y
May, 8. SavMye, Geo. Hall, G. Holmes, tanu V u"and ladjr, J . A. Fost. ku

MARINE J 0 Ult NaT,
FORT OF HONOLULuT

Arrived.'
March 2? Haw. bk Loika, Willfong. Port Tonei m

27 Am b ft iU. Koae, 34 day tm fun Tuueu
27 Schr KalBB. Candace, Teekalet mJLaham.
28 rhr Eieel, Packer, 35 d fm C.llao ia jjj.
W Bk Faaay Major, Hay, 26 d Urn fan
29 Am wh b IhrUtopber Mitcbel, Slocum 91110 sp, 1 100 wh. 1
29 Minerva, Pease, 18 nw, 600 b.
30 Montaak, French, 6 wo fm 8ag Barb $

Cleared.
March 24 Am brig Leveret, Lake. Hakodatli.

26 Am tk Julia A&n, Pond, an Francitro.
28 Am schr Lady Jane, Godbet, do.
!f9 Am ab Minerva, Peas cruise.
2VI Am an James Aadrews, Kalley, smite.
30 Fr sb Eltzabetb, Morell, croies.

PORT OF LAIIAJNA.
Arrived.

March 23 Sh.Xiftt, Jernigan, IV. Bedford, 28 trio.
. i!0 wh, 18.000 lb bone. 3U0 sp, 20 slicTj

, Ihi .
23 Three Brother. Cleaveland, S. B., 80 wh im

24 Caroline, Grey, X. B., 29 nio. 200 sp,
sperm thi season.

25 Scbr Kieel, Pnkcrr, Mystic, 33 day Callao.
26 Schr Kaluna, Candi.ib, East Maehia, 30 d ft,Houud, lumber. .
OGSh ScotNnd, Smiih, N. B., 1 mm, 155 sp, W it,

tUb Talcahoaaa
27 Brooklyn, Sisson, N. London, 44 mos, Rn.- wh, 60,000 lbs bone llnaolBla.
27 nilitrnaa, Cook, N. B., IM no, cteaa. P.ger from Tombns, Capt. Cubia.
28 Sh Liverpool, Barker, N. B., 17 mos, rh an.
28 Bit Fanay, .Nye, N. B., 30 mna, 9u sp, 2100

V00 lb bone. S oil this season.
Cleared.

March 24 Ship Wasliiagtoa, Holly, craMe.
24 hip Petrel, Tucker, Honolulu, cruise.

. 24 Minerva. Pease, Ocaotsk.
24 Youag Phoeau, Tubey, lloaolalu lad cnibe.
26 Ohi., Barrett, do.
26 Wat Wirt, Ashley, do.
26 for Kalaaa. Honolulu.
26 Ship Scotland, mith, Honolulu and cruise.
26 Amazon, Barber, Honolulu sad cruise.

. 87 Scbr Excel, Pakeer, Honolulu.
" '27 Levi Ctaramek, Jemigan, cruine.

T7Wm. TtmaipMiu, White, caise.
27 Christopher Mitchell, Mocum, crau.

'27 llilliman. Cook, Ochoisk.
28 Liverpool, Barker, Honolulu and cmi-- .

Mrineraan'a.
Bark " Fanny," Daniel B. Aye, Jr., t Nukahrra Miirt?

for Kawaihae, with 600 hbl on b- - ard. fpuke Frh. 20, bls
Fox, Comenr, 3X) iierm, bound to Marques. Beanrtiii. ..
at A'ukabiva, the MIowing ships: Geo. IVashu juo .nt?

arebnut, wuh 2du bbls sperm, the eruue; ship CoraHio
Howland, lice, N. Bedford, 6 months out. loO hhh in.rw
ship Cambria, Pease. N. Rrfibmt, 6 months out, 60 kb'f ttrra
ship Henry, Bunker, Nantucket, 85 bbls tberrui ; tk
la mally, N. Bedford, 60 bbl the cruise, and was taking
above (hip's oil on freight she is to cruise three rkt M
borne direct ; sh i; Jeannette, ierre. X. BedfWrd, rlean, hmtwo day previous for the Japm pea; ship Gatelle, Tpaim
N.mtiirket. 30 months nut, tf0 bbls sperm. Capt. I'phiava
renr sick, and experted to live but a short time.

STRAWBERRY TjLAIVTS.
1IE Following superior varieties of choice Cir--

den htrawberry riant , imported by Tho. I

Manna. Esq., just received per bark Fannv Mai- -

and offered for sale on reasonable terms in lott
suit purchasers.

2,000 IIOVEY'S SEEDLINGS. This favoris
variety is one of the most desirable strawbe
raised. Fruit very large, fi rm, round or s'iijli!
ovate, color deep shining red, paler in the h!f.
Ficsh, scarlet nd firm, abounding in an aureea1
acid and highly flavored juice, and noturpasscd

other varictv.
2,000 MONTHLY ItED ALPINE. Fruit reir

larrje ; form, heart-shape- d or obtusely conical ; color,

bright red. Flesh, firm, rosy red, flavor very rid
spicy, aromatic and agreeable. The celebrity of rt
variety is very great, producing fruit of a monstroi
size.

G,OOOJTJNCESS VICTORIA Peculiar fir
of very large size, and in form nearly flat. It i!
rich pine apple flavor, very hardy and prolific, yVw

in; abundant! r throughout the season.
2,800 rRITISII QUEEN. A native of V:ten
a most excellent bearer and very large, rmmnc

earlv the flesh firm and solid, without anv
core color, bright scarlet.

lhe plants are all in excellent growing order,
can be relied on as true to description- - and qua&r.
Now open for inspection.

iiia Jut'Ainiutm.Y
47-- 2t

' Corner o f Queen and Nunanu su

IIONOULi; DIM FU REIN GALLEIL
REMOVAL.

MIE SUBSCRIBER begs leave to inform riW
'1 sidents of Honolulu and vicinity, that lie ha ru

mored to the new building recently erected on Kk:

street, oppose the (J lobe Hotel, where he i vm

prepared to take pictures in the highest penVti.is
of th e art, with all the latest improvements, and :

the lowest prices. Having constructed these rion?

expresslv for his business, with
A POWERFUL. SKVLrlCIIT.

a-i- everything necessary for the convenience rai

comfort of those who may favor him with a call. i
asks a continuance of the patronage hitherto oi3-erall- y

bestowed upon him. "With his incrcasHk
cilitics, he will Ie able to operate

IX AM" WEATHER,
and also attend to the taking of FAMII.IE
GROUPS, kc. Pictures taken of all mz. s aii
all the different styles of the ait ; alo inserted cp
lockets, pins, rings, bracelets, Lc, ke. Painti?
and Daguerreotypes copied, and views of Residents.
Vessels, parts of the city. Machinery, ic, taken co-

rrectly, and without reeertinj. Ladies and gentlene
are respectfully invited to call.

HUGO STANGENWALP-Honolulu- ,

March 29th, 18.5.5. 47-- tI

II. STANGEN WALD,
lIOXOLl'Lr DAGl'ERREAN OAI.LEKT.

- K ins street, opposite tte Glob Hotel.
47 Piriairea lakeai ia mmj weather.

REGULAR DISPATCH X.Itf
FOR SAN FRANCISCO Thti

1 Clipper Bark
"FANNY-MAJOR,- "

TViitiAJf Leb Havs. Esa Comm
will sail for the above port on or about SATU-

RDAY, April 7th.
The - Fanny Major " has been refitted and

oughly overhauled, and her cabin accomrnodatw.
for eleymice and comfort, are unsurpassed by inj
sei in tne 1'acinc.

VT No berths or staterooms will be secured sa
paid for. For Freight or Passage, apply to

47-- lt ' R. COADY k

PROPOSALS WANTED.
PROPOSALS for erecting a building Sa3

the lot corner of Merchant
Bethel streets, will be received by the undersiiT1
till the 20th of April next. The plans and spec

cations may be seen, after the 4th proximo, at
counting-roo- m of Messrs. Emme & Johnson.
committee reserve to themselves the rizht to d
all the proposals made, if not within their mean''
i. baktlett; ; , s. c. damon.
W. H. JOHNSON, S. N. CASTLE,

J. T. WATERHOUSE,
47-- 3t Buildino Com. 11. S. Horn

Codfish.
i & CO. offer for sale a lot ofRCOAD CODFISH, ex schr. Excel," &

OaUipagos islands.
These fish are equal to the best Newfound

fish ever imported. A sample can be seen
tore of the unlersigned. R. COADY CO- -

Alarc Z3tH,18o5. 47-- lt

Duff Gordon Sherrv .

X FANNY MAJOR." Just received n4E sale by the undersigned.
Casks very superior Duff Gordon Sherrv.

J. C. SPALDIG-Honolulu- ,

Marca 3o IS-w- . 47-- tf

FOR SALE by the Agent Hudsons Bay Cos- -

r ,

ZO qr. casks superior SiLbKKY.

DAILY EXPECTED.
ER Clipper ship " Of ean Pearl-

,- a extfl1
assortment of

! OFFICE & FANCY STATIONERY. .

Together with a collection of miscellaneous D

and School Books, including a supply of
500 PRIMERS.

Also eopies Bates' Sandwich Iilands
47-- 4t .11. M- -

WHITNEY


